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ABSTRACT

This study aims to analyze the socio-economic characteristics of divorced ladies in the city of
Jeddah; to identify the causes of divorcement, and to examine the spatial discrepancy of
districts and neighborhoods where such events of divorcement occur. The study further aims
to study the geographical distribution considering the spatial relationship between social and
economic features and characteristics, in addition to the distribution of divorcements in the
city of Jeddah.

This study is considered among the descriptive analytical ones, where the researcher adopted
the social survey approach. To reach this goal, a questionnaire has been developed in order to
collect the data and information necessary from a sample group composed of 247 divorced
ladies, who visit the Civil Status Court in Jeddah. The study has also processed the collected
data and information by using statistical analysis tools such as fisher's exact test, percentage,
and correlation — relying upon IMP SPSS Software. The study has also employed and relied
upon the software Arc GIS 10.3 in order to design and create maps related to the subject
matter of the study.

The study concluded by stating several factors that would interpret the divorce such as daily
issues and problems between husbands and wives, family violence and insult, irresponsibility,
non-agreement, addiction, maltreatment, re-marriage, family meddling, lack of harmony,
betrayal. The study has also concluded that Al-Safa District, has witnessed the largest events
of divorcement — when compared to other neighborhoods — with a percentage standing at
6.7%. At the level of municipalities, the Airport Municipality has witnessed the largest
number of divorcements with a percentage recorded at 21.13%.

The study further found a correlation between the main cause of divorcement on one hand and
violence. It also pointed out a direct relationship between divorcement cases and population
numbers.

The study concluded number of recommendations. The most important is the need to
establish family counseling offices in Civil Status Courts. Also, neighborhood centers shall
play their roles in terms of the programs provided — especially in the districts and
neighborhoods where events of divorcement abundantly occur. Similarly, centers for
protecting and rehabilitating ladies against violence should be set up in off-municipalities



